Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*:
where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed
£15 million; or

« where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000
or less but that:

« are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
* have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025/26

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at the
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
* The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority’s internal auditor.
* Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
* Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authonity must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2026.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is
requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT.

* the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with

+ a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026

* an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
* notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public nights

* Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26 . _
Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will

ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Return Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor
Report and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on the
authority website/webpage:
Before 1 July 2026 authorities must publish:

* Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements
are as yet unaudited,

* Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 approved and signed, page 4

* Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 approved and signed, page 5

Not later than 30 September 2026 authorities must publish:

* Notice of conclusion of audit

« Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate

* Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review. It
is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual Internal Audit Report, page 3.

The Antwal Govermance and Accountabiity Return consttutes the annual retuen mferred to in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015,
Throughout, the words ‘extermel audilor’ havo the samo meaning a9 the words ‘local audiior’ i the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015,

*for a complote st of bodles that may be smaller authorties refer 1o schedule 2 o he Loce) Audit and Accountabilty Act 2014
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices are found in the Practitioners’ Guide* which is updated from time to time and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor.
Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before retuming it 1o the external
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2026

The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section
2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

The RFO is required to commence the public rights period which must be a single period of 30 working days for
inspection ( this excludes weekends and public holidays) which must indude the first 10 working days of July.
You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box
8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners’ Guide®.

Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance

Additional costs may be incurred if additional audit work is required.

Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026).

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authonty, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights which must be a single peniod of 30 working days for inspection (this excludes
weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

Completion checklist — 'No' ansy

Have all hightighted boxes have been completed?

Has all addional information requestad, including the dates set for the period
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor?

Internal Audit Report | Have all highlighted boxes been completad by the nternal auditor and explanations provided?

Sechon 1 For any statement to whach the response 15 'no’, has an explanation been published?

Sechon 2 Has the Responsible Financal Officer signed the accounting statements before

presentabion to the authority for approval?

Has the authonty's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed
by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant vanations been published where required?
Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026 been reconciied to Box 8?
Has an explanation of any dfference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided?

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds — have all disclosures been made if the authortty as a body corporate is a

sole managing frustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested

*Governance and Accountabliity for Smaller Authorities in England ~ a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices,
can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

Framfield Parish Council

www.Framfieldcouncil.org.uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, camied out a selective assessment of comphance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority,

The internal audit for 2025/26 has been carried out in accordance vath this authority’s needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all

ugmﬂcantraspem.lhecontrolobjectivesmbehgachmdﬂmumwlmemanualyeartoamndardadeqmte
to meet the needs of this authority.

xwmmmmwmwwmmmmmm

B. This authorty complied with its financial regulabons, payments were supported by invoices, 2
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for

c.mswumiywunwtmmxnbwngnmmwmmmq
of arrangements to manage these

D. mmmaanmmntmmmmmmWawpw;msmw
mhmmmubﬁymonwaumsmwopmto‘

E. Expecied income was fully recetved baedoneomduieet.pmpoﬂymo«dodmpronwy
banked, and VAT was appropriately accounted for

F. Cash payments were properly supported by recespts. all cash expenditure was approved and ' v
VAT appropriately accounted for \

G. Salanes to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authonity's
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained.

I Penodic bank account reconciliations were propery carned out dunng the year.

J. Aowmmumﬁ“m“mmmﬁmhmmmmmm

MMMWMsmmmammMm&cMmeym. i

K.nmlumuamﬁedmunmlmaumdmmuwmmms.nmmm | ,
exempton Crilenia and correctly declared itself exempl. (If the authority had a limited assurance \ v
reviow of its 2024/25 AGAR tick ‘not covered”)

L.mmmmypubwnnnqummmalonmamwwwpmuptodm:tmetmonho v
internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authonity correctly provided for a penod for the exercise of
pubkc nghts as required by the Accounts and Audd Rogulations (during the 20258/26 AGAR penod, | v
were public rights in relation fo the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the websile and/or
authorily approved minutes confirming the dates sel)

N. The authonty has comphed with the publication requsrements for 2024/25 AGAR v
(s0e AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes),

S EN RN EN

\|\‘\\

O. The authonity has complied with laws. regulations & proper practices relating o digital and data [ g
compiance. Y

P. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (including chartable) - The council met its responsibilities as a trustee

Formyocmnummwmmmmmmqmmyolmmkmmmﬂwlm
Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who camed out the internal audit

30/04/2026 Mulberry LAS Ltd - Jenny Hoodless

Signature of person who
carried out the internal audit @"Uﬂf Date SN

ﬂmmbwmmmwmmmwmmmﬂnuhmmm

sSoparate sheots if
*“Note: numuwmmmmmmmmmmmunnumwmummm
umbmmmmmummmmmwmwmuw
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

Framfield Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial prepored ds accounting statements m accordance

management during the year. and for the pregeration of v with the Accounts and Audt Reguiations
the accounting statements

2. We maintained an adequate system of indernal control made proper arrangements and accepled responsibilty
including measures designed 1o pravent and detect fraud / for safoguarding [he public money and resources in
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness its chavge

3. We have assurod ourselves that these are no matters has onvy done what & Fas the legal power fo do and has
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws. compbed with Proper Praciices in doing so
regulabions and Proper Practices that could have a v

sign&cant financial effect on the abxiity of this
autharity to conduct its busness or manage ds

finances

4. We provided proper opportunity dunng the year for dunng the yeer gave all persons infevested the oppariunity o
the exerase of elactors’ rights in accordance with the / Inspect and ask questans abou! s authority's sccounts
roguirements of the Accounts and Audit Regutations

§. We carmed out an assessmant of the nsks facng this considered and documented the financial and othey risks &
authonty and look approgrste staps fo manage those v faces and dealt with them properly

risks, including the introduction of Intemal controls andior
oxtemal insurance cover where required.

6. We mantainod throughoul the year an adequate and arranged for a competent person, independent of the fnancia!
efective system of intemal audit of the accounting v controls and procedures, fo give an abjective view on whether
records and control systems infernal controls meet the neods of this smaler authonty

7. We 100k appropnate action on all matiers raised 2 responded lo malfers brought fo s atfention by internal and
in reports from miternal and extemal audit. external awdi

8. We considered whether any litigaton, liabdities or disciosed everylhing & shoufd have about its business activity
commitmants, avents of ransachons, oocurring oither dunng the year including events taking place after the year
during or afler the year-end, have a financial impact on v end ¥ relevant.

i the accounting staternents

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including has met sl of its responsibiiies whans, as a body
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing corporate, i is a sole managing trustee of a focal
trustee we discharged our accountabdity trust or trusis
responsibilities for the fund{s)fassets, includmng
financial reporting and, If required, independent Y
examination or audit.

10. We have put in place arranguments for tha efoctive IT has made sutable arangemants for its IT and deta
oand data management in accordance with peoper / management and has compbed with proper practices ym
practoes dunng the yoar under roview doing so

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement,

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on approval was gven

I& |ox Jacal ;
and recorded as minute ::;nce - Chair M%
4 Clerk MM

www.Framfieldcouncil,org.uk
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

Framfield Parish Council

must agree 1o 1g fine

ancial records

1. Balances brought Tomlbdamaandmudﬂnbowdﬂnm
forward 128,962 173,611/ as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree

to Box 7 of previous year

2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for 1DBs rales and levies)
Levies 81,805 81,805] recaived or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

recewed.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or recepts as recorded in the cashbook less

69,512 172,220 the precept or ratesfievies received (lne 2). Include any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf

of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages.
49'739 56'209 ermployers NI contributions, employers pensson
contribubions, grafuithes and severance payments

5. (-) Loan interest/capnal Tolal expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments 5,828 5,828| made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any)

6. (-) All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

51,101 111,063| book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (lne 5).

7. (=) Balances camed Total batances and reserves al the end of the year
forward 173,611 254,536 | must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6)

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and depostt bank accounts, cash
short term wwestments 170,068 241, 728| holdings and short termn investments held as at 31 March -

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authonty owns — i i$ made
long term investments 96,424 108,125| up of all its fixed assels and long term investments as at
and assels 31 March.

10. Total The outsta balance t 31 March of all lcan

otalborrouns 45,775| 41,719 bom i paries fncucing PWLE) :

For Local Councils Only

For guidance refer to the Practitioners’ Guide sections 2.31 fo 2.33

exclude any trust transactions?

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting
Staterments in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or Income and expendiure basis following the guidance n
Governance and Accountabiiity for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitoners' Guide to Proper Prachices and present fauly
the financial posttion of this authonty

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to hority for approval.

e
o) /oS /202 b

Annual Governance and Accountabsity Return 2025/26 Form 3

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date

lg/of/loa.c

as recorded in minute reference

/T

Signed by Chasr of the meeting where the Accounting
Slatements were appro

|tk g2~

Page 50f 6

Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smabller Authorities*



Section 3 - External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2025/26

In respect of Framfield Pansh Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A imited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit camied out in accordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK & reland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Govemment has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a imited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemnance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —

hitps./iwww nao org uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has

a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which'

* summanses the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and
* confimms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2025/26

mwumwmrmumdoumusmtmzdhwcwmmwnm-a

our opinion the infarmation in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Gevemance and Accountability Retum is in accordance with Proper Practices and

?mmm?nnbwmmmawhmwmwwmmmmwmot
delete as appropnate;

{continue on a separate sheet ¥ required)

Other matars not afecting our opinion whch we draw to the attenan of the authonty

(continue on a separate sheot If required)

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

We certify/do not certify® that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibdities under the Local Awdit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2026

W do not cerbify completion bocause’ -

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature Dato
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Bank reconciliation — pro forma

This reconciliation should include all bank and building society accounts, including short term investment accounts. It mt
column headed “Year ending 31 March 2026" in Section 2 of the AGAR —and will also agree to Box 7 where the accounts ar
and payments basis. Please complete the highlighted boxes, remembering that unpresented cheques should be entered as

Name of smaller authority: [Framfield Parish Council

]

County area (local councils and parish meetings only): [Wealden District

|

Financial year ending 31 March 2026

Prepared by (Name and Role): |Marie Owen RFO

Date: 31/03/2026

Balance per bank statements as at 31/3/2026:
Barclays Community Account
Barclays Tracker Account
National Savings Account
Pansh Mag Account

[add more accounts if necessary]  H & R Easy Assess

H & R 90 Days
Redwood
Gratuity Account

Petty cash float (if applicable)

Less: any unpresented cheques as at 31/3/2026 (enter these as negative numbers)

[add more lines if necessary) item 5

Add: any un-banked cash as at 31/3/2026

Net balances as at 31/3/2026 (Box 8)

87093.48

11028.39

241727 .94

0.00

0.00

0.00

241727.94



Explanation of variances - pro forma
semad ew aroty
Cory aw ood 00 we

Irten fgures fom Secton 2 of e AGAR in ol Bigg Nghighied boaes

Nant, plaass pravide AN sapenatons. Inalagieg mameries] values, %of Da Solewing et will 2o fagoed In e
Preen Soass whare relavent

< VRenzes of MO® Dar TEN Setmen ek Or NEVELAI D0aRS (RETE! VIANORS of B 1han £200)

* vadances of €103 000 or mow mgeie 9 e YOR SR pear

* Saw dom 200528 orwards vedenses of 400 000 o moe 1 Box ) Weun eapls 0 of he %
FPAT 0N your for amater aURodlng WY INtoMe SACia sazesd e easessing L8 800 000

e uoaemwy
e P Conse] Lo e | |
2 Precest o Asies 822 Lavies Eer) e LT R |55 T T s e e el
_ _ . : ) tomoeee B
3 Yo Oner Recepts st your CL 058521 Parith Mg advests L4824, Intaras! £1764, Lesttery €222 Genas Cutting 078,
028 WITEN  YES Parey Mag ncome forward £4221
4 Sl Coats ] [ s nox wo ]
§ Loan bowcat Copint Ragayreact | ey | 0 0% NO ]
8 AL O Payracss - . Meer Mm% Yes M””“‘”m
7 Balances Carrles Ferward
8 Total Cesh and Shart Term bvestants e
9 Total Fiues Assats plos Oter Lorg Term bvestments ond As[L8000]  [IEEEEE] 11701 zisw |
10 Tetel Borowngs ED) [CEER) <o sen N0 ]

Reunging emers of v 10 £2 ame tolenbile
Vartances of €200 o7 lees are tolemable



Reconciliation between Box 7 and Box 8 in Section 2 - pro forma

(applies to Accounting Statements prepared on an Income and expenditure basis only)
Please complete the highlighted boxes.

Name of srmaller authority: Framfiek! Parish ]

County area (local councls and parish meetings only): |Woddan

There should only be a difference between Box 7 and Box 8 where the Accounting Statements (Section 2 of the AGAR) have been
prepared on an income and expenditure basis and there have been adustments for deblors/prepayments and creditors/receipts in
advance at the year end. Please provide detalls of the year end adjustments, showing how the net differnece between them is equal to the
difference between Boxes 7 and 8.

£ £

Box 7: Balances carried forward 254 536.00
Deduct:  Deblors (enter these as negative numbers)
VAT (12,806.00)
2
3
(12,806.00)

Deduct:  Payments made in advance
(prepayments) (enter these as negative numbers)
1

2 e i
Total deductions (12,806.00)

Add:
Creditors (must not nchade community infrastructure lavy (CIL) receiplts)
1

2

Recepls in advance (must not include deferred grantsfoans received)
1
2
Total additions -

Box 8: Total cash and short term investments w,m.oo

2 rounding



